SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIRL

life.1 But, according to my observations, it is the imaginary attacks
they have made upon the interior of their mother's body by means
of destructive excrements that poison, burn and explode, which
more particularly give rise to their fears of pieces of stool as
persecutors and of their mother as a terrifying figure as a result of
projection.

Freud believes that the girl's long attachment to her mother is
an exclusive one and takes place before she has entered the Oedipus
situation. But my experience of analysis of small girls has convinced
me that their long-drawn-out and powerful attachment to their
mother is never exclusive and is bound up with Oedipus impulses.
Moreover, their anxiety and sense of guilt in relation to their mother
also affects the course of those Oedipus impulses; for in my view,
the girl's defence against her feminity springs less from her masculine
trends than from her fear of her mother. If the small girl is too
frightened of her mother she will not be able to attach herself
strongly enough to her father and her Oedipus complex will not
come to light. In those cases, however, in which a strong attachment
to the father has not been established until the post-phallic stage, I
have found that the girl has nevertheless had positive Oedipus
impulses at an early stage, though these often did not emerge
clearly. These early stages of her Oedipus conflict still bear a some-
what phantastic character, since they are centred round the penis
of her father; but in part they are already concerned with her real
father.

In some of my papers I have adduced as the earliest factors in
the withdrawal of the girl from her mother, the grudge she feels
against her for having subjected her to oral frustration (a factor
which Freud also mentioned in the paper under discussion) and
her envy of the mutual oral satisfaction which, on the strength of
her earliest sexual theories, she imagines that her parents obtain
from copulation. These factors, based on the equation of breast
with penis, incline her to turn towards her father's penis in the
second half of her first year; this is the cause of her attachment to
her father being fundamentally affected by her attachment to her
mother. Freud also points out that the one is built upon the other,
and that many women repeat their relation to their mother in their
relation to men.

1 Gf. my papers, 'Early Stages of the Oedipus Conflict3 (1928) and 'The
Importance of Symbol-Formation in the Development of the Ego' (1930)
[both in Writings, i] and Chapter III of this book.
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